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CHILD ON CHILD ABUSE 

(Managing allegations against other 

pupils including sexual harassment and 

sexual violence) 

 
“Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility” 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges
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Context: 

At Crofty schools we believe that all children have a right to attend school and learn in a 

safe environment. Children should be free from harm by adults in the school and other 

children. 

All behaviour takes place on a spectrum. Understanding where a child's behaviour falls on a 

spectrum is essential to being able to respond appropriately to it. In this policy we recognise 

the importance of distinguishing between problematic and abusive. 

Child-on child abuse can happen both inside and outside of school and online. We have a 

responsibility to consider child-on-
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not generally seen as child protection issues. However, it may be appropriate to regard a 

childôs behaviour as abusive if: 

●
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Child on child abuse that happens outside of school involving one or more children on roll. 
 
In incidents where the alleged harm has taken place outside of the school and one or more of the 

victims/alleged perpetrators are children attending our school we still have a duty to protect and 

support the child/children and their families and consider any potential risk and impact within our 

school community. 

We will expect close liaison with the relevant statutory agencies and consideration of a safety plan for 

the children involved.  

Examples of safeguarding issues against a child could include: 

 

Physical Abuse:  Physical abuse may include, hitting, kicking, nipping, shaking, biting, hair 

pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm to another person. There may be many reasons 

why a child harms another and it is important to understand why a child has engaged in 

such behaviour, including accidentally, before considering the action or sanctions to be 

undertaken. 

 
Bullying (including cyber bullying, prejudice based and discriminatory bullying):  

Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behaviour among school aged children that involves a real 

or perceived power imbalance. The behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be 

repeated, over time. Both children who are bullied and who bully others may have serious, 

lasting problems. In order to be considered bullying, the behaviour must be aggressive and 

include:  

 

● An Imbalance of Power: Children who bully use their powerðsuch as physical 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
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Children who are victims of sexual violence and sexual harassment will likely find the 

experience stressful and distressing. It is important that all victims are taken seriously and 

offered appropriate support. Examples of what would constitute sexual violence and sexual 

harassment can be found in Part 5 of KCSIE 2023. 
Any form of sexual violence and harassment should not be passed off as óbanterô or ópart of 

growing upô or a bit of funô and must always be taken seriously.  

All incidents of sexual harassment of a child as well as sexual abuse must be recorded. 

Ofsted/ISI would expect to see that the school are recording all incidents and analysing 

these carefully. 

Consent  

Consent is about having the freedom and capacity to choose. It is important to know that:  

● A child under the age of 13 can never consent to any sexual activity;  

● The age of consent is 16;  

● Sexual intercourse without consent is rape.  
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If the police wish to come into school as part of an investigation all children should have 

access to an óappropriate adultô óto support, advise and assistô. This would normally be a 

parent but in specific circumstances could be a member of staff at the school. 

 

Follow up Actions - children sharing a classroom:  
 
Whilst the school establishes the facts of the case and starts the process of liaising with 

childrenôs social care and the police:  
 

● We will consider how best to keep the victim and alleged perpetrator a reasonable 

distance apart on school premises and on transport to and from the school. This is 

likely to include removing the alleged perpetrator from any classes they share with 

the victim. 

  

These actions are in the best interests of both children and should not be perceived to be a 

judgment on the guilt of the alleged perpetrator. 

 

Manage Internally 

 

In some cases, the Designated Safeguarding Lead may make the decision that this is a one-

off incident with no significant harm to the child and deal with it internally. The behaviour 

and bullying policy may be referred to in these incidents. All decisions as well as the alleged 

incident should be clearly recorded. 

 

Support for Children 

 

The age and developmental stage of the alleged victim need to be considered and the risk of 

any further harm. It is likely that a power imbalance may have been created between the 

victim and the alleged perpetrator.  

 

Support for children can be available from a variety of agencies. We will support the victim 

of any sexual assault to remain in school but if they are unable to do so we will enable them 

to continue their education elsewhere. This decision will be made only at the request of the 

child and their family. If they are moved, we will ensure the new school is aware of the 

ongoing support they may need. The Designated Safeguarding Lead will support this move.  

 

If the offence is of a sexual nature there may be a criminal investigation and guidance about 

the schoolsô response to both the victim and the perpetrator would be considered in 

discussion with the local authority and police. 

 

Where the alleged perpetrator is going to remain at the school, the principle would be to 

undertake a further risk assessment to consider whether there is a need to continue keeping 

the victim and perpetrator in separate classes and continue to consider the most 

appropriate way to manage potential contact on school premises and transport. The nature 

of the conviction or caution and wishes of the victim will be especially important in 

determining how to proceed in such cases.  

Recommended Resources 

This advice should not be read in isolation. It is important for schools and colleges to 

consider other relevant advice and guidance, including the following (which is not intended 

to be an exhaustive list), as part of their approach to protecting children from bullying and 

sexual harassment and sexual abuse. 
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Useful guidance/advice includes:  

● Keeping children safe in education

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/teaching-about-relationships-sex-and-health
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-and-discipline-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-missing-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-and-tackling-bullying
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/374850/Cyberbullying_Advice_for_Headteachers_and_School_Staff_121114.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-and-behaviour-in-schools--2
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/schools/topics/mental-wellbeing/overview
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people

